Hiragana & Katakana Quick Chart

46 basic kana - Voiced sounds - Contracted sounds - Reading rules

01 The 46 basic kana

H 7 (AN 5 A I & F
a i u e o
Ah T X < 7 T T < 3
ka ki ku ke ko
el L > 8 't € v
sa shi su se SO
= X 5 F 2 7T b
ta chi tsu te to
B F e = % X h xR D J
na ni nu ne no
(= QAN [0 = R AN IF
ha hi fu he ho
FV & = T 4L ®H X b £
ma mi mu me mo
v () M & 3 5 7 b1
ya yu yo ra ri
5 hti o Hho = 7
ru re ro wa wo

h >
n
02 Voiced and semi-voiced kana
b A F¥ < T WF 7 cd
ga gi gu ge go
g L ¥ ¥ ¢ zY
za ji Zu ze Z0
=4 5 F 2 T T o
da ji* zu* de do
(- QAN v E X7 AR IF R
ba bi bu be bo
(= A U E X7 R R IF R
pa pi pu pe po

Note: In standard modern Japanese, 5 / F and 2 / *J are generally pronounced like L/ < and 9"/
X respectively.

03 Contracted sounds with small %-®- &

T Fv I ¥a R Ly ov Lw >a
kya kyu kyo sha shu
L& >3 5% Fv 5 Fa 5& F3 IC» =¥
sho cha chu cho nya
iCw —2a Ic& =3 UO% Ev Uw Ea U4 k3
nyu nyo hya hyu hyo
He v A Sa A& =3 D% Vv Dy Ja
mya myu myo rya ryu
bh& Us To ¥y T ¥a Ts ¥3 C» v
ryo gya gyu gyo ja
Cw o L& 1 U%» Ev U Ea U& E=
ju jo bya byu byo
U» Ev U Ea U& Ea
pya pyu pyo

04 Reading distinctions
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« Small = / v marks consonant gemination: & - T (Y]F), kitte.

* The katakana mark — lengthens the preceding vowel: 11— k& —, kohi. Hiragana often indicates a
long vowel using an additional vowel kana (e.g., E5h'» I A).

* As particles, (& and /\ are pronounced wa and e; % is usually pronounced o.

« A/ > changes its phonetic realization depending on the following sound; it is usually romanized n.

LANGLOBE - langlobe.org



