Advanced Japanese Mimetic Expressions

60 expressions with contextual Japanese examples and English meanings

01 Intensity and abrupt change
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English meaning
completely; drastically

markedly; with a sudden
push

rapidly and steadily
visibly improving
gradually but steadily

suddenly and sharply (a
drop)

in a rush; all at once
instantly; abruptly

smoothly; without
resistance

with a sudden wobble

02 Uncertainty and evaluation

Japanese
HR 3
SRLXP
5<13<
¥5%5
Lo<b

Elck 3

HRHP
IFo&D
EARD
EolED

English meaning
vague; unreliable

left unresolved or obscured
mismatched; inconsistent
varying; inconsistent

fitting naturally; feeling right

clear; refreshed; neatly
resolved

uneasy; mentally clouded
clearly; distinctly
vaguely; absentmindedly

firmly; unequivocally

03 People and communication

Japanese
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English meaning
fluently; glibly

halting; hesitant
muttering; grumbling
in a low, indistinct voice

bowing repeatedly;
extremely hungry
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Japanese example
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smiling cheerfully
smirking

irritated; impatient
timidly; nervously

clearly and briskly

04 Movement and physical condition

Japanese
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English meaning
staggering unsteadily

unsteady; dizzy; aimlessly
completely exhausted
utterly worn out

briskly; efficiently

slowly; sluggishly

walking briskly without
hesitation

wandering without purpose
still; without moving

soaking wet

05 Processes and situations

Japanese
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English meaning
without a hitch; smoothly in
succession

steadily; diligently
assiduously; busily
busily; in a flurry
complications; disorder
dawdling; hesitating
dragging on; being drawn
along

dragging on aimlessly
efficiently; promptly
just barely; at the last
moment

06 Surface, sound and sensory detail

Japanese
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English meaning
rough; gritty
smooth; slippery
sticky; clingy

smooth-flowing; dry and
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Japanese example
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silky

creaking under strain
rattling; unstable
utterly silent
murmuring; restless
shiny; sparkling

gloomy; overcast

HOWERAETFLELBS,
BHARTHIA =B o7,
HENLALFEREDIR ST,
RROFIICSBEHETOIDb LT
e UHUDICEWT,
EHRCEALDESTVS,

LANGLOBE - langlobe.org



